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Secret of My Soggy Success

Perry Eckhardt
Urban Conservation Guy

St. Charles County Soil and Water Conservation District
Urban Forester

Missouri Department of Conservation

• Why do WE care about 
stormwater?

• What can be done on         
your lot.

• What can be done on your
common ground.

• The Usual Questions

• Your Final Questions
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My Perspective(s)

• Urban Planner

• Watershed Professional

• Conservationist

• Forester

• Attorney

• Scientist

• Natural Resource Manager

• Economist/Political Scientist

• Arborist

• Taxpayer

Why Care?
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How Did We Get Here?
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Individual Lot

Rain Barrels/
Water 

Harvesting
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Trees

Fraxinus americana

Native Plant Landscaping
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Rain Garden

Asclepias incarnata

http://www.shawnature.org/nativeland/NativeLandscapingManual/ChapterTwo.aspx#Elements
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Physocarpus opulifolius

Silphium perfoliatumLobelia siphilitica

Conoclinium coelestinum

Iris virginica Iris fulva

Mimulus ringens Lobelia cardinalis
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Community Property

Plant 
Trees
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Remove Invasives

Convert 
Turf Grass
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http://jfnew.com/Habitat/NativeLandscapes.aspx

www.shawnature.org
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Convert Stormwater Basins
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Pond Shorelines

Saururus cernuus

Nymphaea Odorata Pontederia cordata
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http://www.naturalshore.com/Images/Shorelinemain.jpg

http://www.jfnew.com/EcosystemRestoration/ErosionControl.aspx

http://www.prairiemod.com/features/2009/03/live-a-landscape-to-save-you-money-.html

http://jfnew.com/Habitat/NativeLandscapes.aspx
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Pond Forebays
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Common 
Concerns

• Property Value

• Mosquitoes

• Vermin

• Snakes

• Allergies

http://web.ento.vt.edu/ento/People/1287546/MOSQUITO.jpg

Common Benefits
• Property Value

• Beneficial Wildlife 
(Birds, Butterflies, Etc.)

• Less Overall Maintenance Cost

• Cleaner Water

• Less Runoff

• Less Property Damage

• Fewer Geese
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Resources

• Forest ReLeaf
– www.moreleaf.org

• Wild Ones
– www.for-wild.org/
– www.stlwildones.org/

• Grow Native
– www.grownative.org

• Shaw Nature Reserve
– www.shawnature.org/nativeland/default.aspx

• EPA
– www.epa.gov/greenacres/

MDC/SWCD Resources
• St. Charles Soil & Water 

Conservation District

– 636.922.2833, x3

• MDC Urban Forester

– Mark.Grueber@mdc.mo.gov

• MDC Private Land 
Conservationist

– Dan.Crigler@mdc.mo.gov

• MDC Urban Wildlife Biologist

– Erin.Shank@mdc.mo.gov

http://www.moreleaf.org/
http://www.for-wild.org/
http://www.for-wild.org/
http://www.for-wild.org/
http://www.stlwildones.org/
http://www.grownative.org/
http://www.shawnature.org/nativeland/default.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/greenacres/
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Thank You
perry.eckhardt@mdc.mo.gov


